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particularly pleased that several of our PhD students have contributed articles, in their own right and as co-authors.
The issue begins and ends with articles focusing on the information science discipline. My own opening contribution -somewhat more theoretical in nature, perhaps, than is usual for Aslib Proceedings -seeks to gain an understanding of information itself, which must be the basis of our subject. I attempt to base this unification on an analysis of the changing understanding of the nature of information, in the physical and biological sciences, and -by extension -to recorded human information. The closing article by Toni Weller and Jutta Haider, two of our current PhD students, argues for a strengthening of information science as an academic discipline.
The traditional concerns of the department are well-represented in several papers: healthcare and scientific information (Bawden and Khudair; Robinson); information retrieval (Macfarland; Macfarland, McCann and Robertson); information organisation (Hidderley and Rafferty); and legal and policy issues (Eisenschitz).
These are complemented by newer strands of the department's activities: geographic information (Mountain and Liarokapis); information history (Weller), and discourse analysis (Haider).
Our international collaborations, which have always been an important feature, are represented by a paper authored by one of our visiting professors (Robinson and Glosiene), and dealing with issues of training for continuing professional development, which was the starting point for the City department in the form of the evening courses taught since 1961.
We firmly believe in the validity of information science as an academic discipline, and in its future. This belief is reflected in the work now being begun on our ambitious LIS-RES-2030 project. This project, which will involve Delphi studies and internation symposia, has the aim of setting out an agenda for LIS research for the next 20 years. Our hope is that the papers in this issue will convince readers to share our interests and our optimism.
